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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Examiner acknowledges that claims 1-44, 97-98 had been allowed on the office action 
issued on 2/27/08, However the latest search has reveled the prior art which would enables the 
examiner to reject the claims as following. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more lh;in one \ ear prior to the date of application for paieni in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 14-15, 20, 27 and 35 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Teeuwen et al (Pub. No.: US 20010038462) 

Regarding claim 1 and 35 Teeuwen et al disclose: An image forming device network system 
(note Fig.2) a parent device including a first image scanning unit for scanning an image to 
generate image data (note page 9, paragraph 0170) a first memory unit connected to the first 
image scanning unit for storing the image data that has been scanned in by the image scanning 
unit (note page 10 paragraph 0186) a first image forming unit connected to the first memory unit 
for reading the image data and forming an image on an image-transferring medium (note Fig. 18, 
the printer 1A, wherein the data is stored in the memory disk 20 and the printed, note page 11, 
paragraph 0189) and a first control unit connected to the first image scanning unit (note page 3, 
paragraph 0055) the first memory unit and the first image forming unit for controlling the first 
image scanning unit (note page 3, paragraphs 0055 and 0068) the first memory unit and the 
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image forming unit (note Fig,2 , paragraph 0055) the first control unit controlling transfer of the 
image data via the network (note Figs. 18 and 19 paragraphs 0189-0201) at least one child device 
(note Fig. 17 and 18, printer IB the child printer, note page 11, paragraph 0189 to page 12, 
paragraph 021 1) connected to the parent device through a network including a second memory 
unit operationally connected to the first memory unit for storing the image data that has been 
transferred from the first memory unit via the network (note page 10 paragraph 0186 and page 
11, paragraph 0189 to page 12, paragraph 021 1) a second image forming unit connected to the 
second memory unit for reading the transferred image data and forming an image on an image- 
transferring medium (note page 10, paragraph 0186) a second control unit connected to the 
second memory unit and the second image forming unit for controlling the second memory unit 
and the second image forming unit (note page 10 paragraph 0186 wherein the fist printer is 
transmitting print data to the other printers in the subset printers, also note page 11, paragraph 
0189 to page 12, paragraph 021 1, wherein the child printer 2b is having the memory to store the 
print data received from the printer 1 A to be processed and printed) the image forming device 
network system comprising: a collaboration unit (note Figs. 18 and 19, the UPS and item 32, 
VPS of Fig. 19) connected to the parent device and the child device for activating a collaboration 
mode for a collaboration print job between the child device and the parent device (note page 11, 
paragraphs 0191-0201) a receiving unit located at the child (Note Figs.l7&18, and paragraph 
0210, page 12) device and connected to the parent device for receiving the image data that is 
transferred from the parent device to the child device (note Fig.l7&18, paragraph 0210 wherein 
the job is received form the printer 1 A to printer IB) and an execution unit connected to said 
receiving unit for initiating the second image forming unit for the collaboration print job only 
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after an entire portion of a predetermined size of the transferred image data for the collaboration 
print job is stored in the second memory unit (note Figs. 17, 19 and 19, wherein the VPS 32 
would do the collaboration between the two printers, 1 A and IB, wherein the file which is stored 
in the printer 1A would be transferred to the printer 12B using the VPS 32 as collaboration 
device, note page 10, paragraph 0186). 

Regarding claim 14 Teeuwen et al disclose: The image forming device network system 
according to claim 1 wherein said collaboration unit removes the image data from the first 
memory unit when said collaboration unit determines that the collaboration print job between the 
child device and the parent device is completed (note page 14, paragraph 0243). 
Regarding claim 15 Teeuwen et al disclose: The image forming device network system 
according to claim 1 further comprising a selection unit connected to said collaboration unit for a 
user to select the collaboration mode or a single operation mode for a print job (note Fig.l8&19, 
page 11, paragraphs 0189-0202). 

Regarding claim 20 Teeuwen et al disclose: The image forming device network system 
according to claim 1 further comprising a distribution unit connected to said collaboration unit 
for distributing the collaboration print job to a selected one of the child devices based upon 
availability and a current load amount (note Fig.l8&19, page 1 1 , paragraphs 0189-0203). 
Regarding claim 27 Teeuwen et al disclose: The image forming device network system 
according to claim 1 further comprising an image consolidation unit connected to said 
collaboration unit for consolidating the image data in a predetermined manner to generate 
consolidated image data before transferring from the parent device to the child device (note page 
10 paragraph 0186). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 2-13, 16-19, 21-26, 28-34, 36-44 and 97-98 objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-dehKordy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7462. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri,8:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Saeid Ebrahimi-dehKordy/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
December 5, 2008 
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